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family will have a chance to prosper and
dream again, freed from today’s fears: freed
from the fear that if you lose your job, you’ll
lose your health care; if your business goes
down, you’ll never have health care coverage;
if you get sick and you really need it, you
won’t have health care. Those fears have to
be done away with.

As we move forward we’ll continue to carry
with us the indelible memory of the thou-
sands of people we’ve talked to who have tan-
gled with the health care system and lost,
of the thousands who live in fear of losing
their health care, and to the plight of so many
of you who have played by the rules and lost
to a system that often doesn’t follow them.
Once heard, no one forgets those voices.

Thank you for making this a great begin-
ning, and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters on Russia
October 3, 1993

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I
have received a rather extended briefing on
what we know about what is going on in Rus-
sia, and I want to make a couple of comments
about it. First of all, it is clear that the vio-
lence was perpetrated by the Rutskoy-
Khasbulatov forces, that there has been sig-
nificant violence today in Moscow. It is also
clear that President Yeltsin bent over back-
wards to avoid the use of force, to avoid ex-
cessive force from the beginning of this, and
I still am convinced that the United States
must support President Yeltsin and the proc-
ess of bringing about free and fair elections.
We cannot afford to be in the position of
wavering at this moment or of backing off
or giving any encouragement to people who
clearly want to derail the election process and
are not committed to reform in Russia. So
we are following events moment by moment.
As you know, we have access to television
coverage there so you are also pretty current
on it. But that is the most I know now, and
that is our position.

Q. Do you think that Yeltsin can survive,
Mr. President, and will you cut off aid if he
is deposed?

The President. Well, I don’t expect him
to be deposed. I wouldn’t overreact to this,
now. I think the people clearly stand far more
supportive of him than the Rutskoy-
Khasbulatov and they seem—they don’t have
any organized military support that we’re
aware of. So we’ll just have to wait for devel-
opments, but I have no reason to believe that
he would be deposed.

Q. Mr. President, have you spoken to
President Yeltsin?

The President. No. I’m sure he’s got more
important things to do right now than to talk
to me, and I don’t think the United States
should be involved in the moment-to-mo-
ment management of this crisis, but I do
want him to know of my continued support
and the support of the United States.

Q. What can the U.S. Government do
right now?

The President. Well first of all, we can
get as much intelligence, as quickly as pos-
sible, about what’s going on, and we can do
our best to look after the safety of the Ameri-
cans who are there and the security of the
Embassy, which has received some attention
from our folks, and so far the reports on that
are good.

Q. Do you have any plans to cancel your
trip or postpone your trip in any way?

The President. No.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the Community in
Sacramento, California
October 3, 1993

Thank you very much. Thank you for com-
ing. Thank you for being here. Thank you
for doing what you have done for the United
States. It’s wonderful to be here. It’s wonder-
ful to be in Sacramento, and it’s great to be
at McClellan, and I thank you for all being
here with me today.
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